The Suate of New Hampshire
*  DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Thomas S. Burack, Commissioner

Mareh 27, 2008

The Honorable James Phmizy, Chan

House Environmient and A ariculiure Commmtiee
Leaislative Office Buildmg, Room 303
Cuncord., New Hampsihire 03301

Subjest: SB 528-FN relative to a mercuryv-added thermostat recyeling program
Dear Chairman Phinizy and Members of the Committee!

Thank vou for the opportumity to testify in support of 5B 528-FN, which would establish a
mercury-added thermostat reeyeling program: i New Hampshire,

The Department of Eryironmental Services qssisted the Thermnstat Recyehng Study
Committes in drafting this bill, which creates a manu faeturer-funded recycling program, requITes
mandatory collection of thermostats by wholesalers, requires contraciors to recycle thermostats,
reguires retailess o provide informatian on thermostat recveling and requires the Department 10
Jdminister the program and set thermaostat collection epals. The bill alsa allows retailers and
municipalities to participate as collection sites but does not mandaie such participatiorn.

The passage of HB 907 in the 2007 legislative session prohibiis the sale of mercury-added
thermostats by July 1, 2008 and other recent legislation banned disposal of these (and other)
mercury-added devices in solid waste facilities. Thermoslats can contain up to three grams of
mercury and therefore are one of the products with the greatest amount of this toxic substance.
Because they are also one of the mast commonty found mercury-added devices in the home.
properly recycling {hese jtems can keep a significant amount of mereury out of the wasle sirean..

The Department believes that this bill is a reasonable approach to addressing the problem of
improperly discarded thermostats in the waste stream, 11 15 slsa consistent with the NE Mercury
Reduction Straregy and regional, mational and imternational efforts. Although we have exceeded
the Srateay s intial goal of a 50% reduction N MErcUry Emissions, more remains to be done.
Srrict emissions limits have reduced mercury emissions from wasie combustion sources, but 1t s
imperative that we continue working to address the oot cause of those emissions: mercury n
colid waste. Many common products, such as thermometers, thermostats, swiiches and
measuring devices, contribute mereury 10 the waste stream when they are improperly discarded.
Wher these items are burned, broken or impropetly disposed of, mercury ig released to the
envirenmeit.

DES Web site: www.des.nh.gov
PO hox 453, 29 Hagzen Drive, Coneord, New Hampshire 03302-(0035
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We would be pleased 1o assist the Comn
ons or would like Turther informyauon.

D Agostine (171-6398) 11 you have any guest
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Thomas § Burack
ComnSs1enss

CC: Members of the House Environment 4nd A oriculture Commitiee

Senator Martha Fuller Clark
Senator Bob O'Dell

Senator Marzaret Hassan
Representative Michael Kaelin
Representative Roger Wells



